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(6 CONCER NING 


Our of the Excclient WRITINGS 
OP 


FA . © 


_  JO--FNRE 
MODERATE 
PRESBYTIERIAN. 

WEre Picques and Reſentments kindled unto Charicy ,Prejudi- 

cesof Education, and Wordly Deſiens laid afide, RELIGION 
preferred to Intereſt, and the power of Godlineſs to that ot Domi- 
nion ; thenall the powers of- Hell endued with the Phariſee him- 
ſeit, fhould never make Proteftents of this Reformed Ghurch of Scet- 
land divide about matters of Ecclefiaftick Government -: . It is clear to a: 
Dcmonſtration, C ſuch asthe Nature of the thing- requires ) that 
a Preſident Epiſcopacy hath the Divine Inftitution , the Apoſtolich praftice, 
the Reception of the Primitive Church, and the Solemn Approbation of 
a Revelation from Heaven: This Demonſtration ( from Calvin and Beze - 
- themſelves) isthe matter of this Eſſay ; Which 1:cheerfully offer. 
to your cenſure and ingenuity; Adding, my Hearty Prayers, That, 
| Onr Zion may at length be at unity within ber ſelf, ſerving one Lord, accord- 
ing to one Rule, with one Heart, and Mouth, tothe Glory of GOD., #he joy of 
Heawven, and allgood Men upon Earth : The true happineſs of the King and 
People ;, The good contentment of our Brethren abroad ; And the Melancholy 
diſpleaſure of the Adverſary. | 
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DEFINITIONS 
q 


THE Power of ORDINATION is that Right in = calvin, tal 


the Governours of the CHURCH, to ſepa- nw Gap. 4 


| Tate Perlons duely Qualified , umto the Holy jo, 7 
Miniltry of the Goſpel. oh F fans 6 Hoey 
ly the Paſtors, 


and not the whole multitude laid on hands on their Miniſters at Ordinations. 


7 
The power of Furiſdifion is that Right in the Gover- - Calvin: Titas 


| 7 _ * Chap. 1: verſe 5: 
nours of the Cburch, to make Canons which are wan- vr 1090 on 


ting, or to Execute thoſe gheady made,tor the Regu- geed from this 
lation of Church-Members. place that 
there was no 
ſuch Equalitie among the Miniſters cf the Church, but that ſome One was pre-eminent 
in Authority and Council, 
109% 
The Preſident Biſhop, is he , who from his Office (s) Calvin: 


. » ar . 2 Tim: chap. 1. 
Pre-eminent to other Miniſters, is inveſted with a fix cok S.. hal 


ed Power of (a) Ordination, Regulared by Canons, hinſeltdeclar- 

and of (b)Juriſdiction,ballanced by aſſiſting Minilters. es, Thar he 

| aloneand no 

other Min'ſters with him, laid on hands on Timothy. (6:) Calvin: Inf: lib: 4: cap: 43 

e&: 2: Whatever parts the Conſul had in the Sexate, the ſame Office did the Bi- 
ſhop alv ayes ſuſtain in theMeeting of Presbyters, 


1V. 
The Apgel of any Church Repreſentatzye, is the Zexe, Rev: 2: 
Preſident Biſhop over the other Miniſters , within - #4p:1:824:w: 
he ReſpeCtive Diocels, Province, or Patriarchat, 12'2* 328ei» 
_ P Ys 3 4 that is, To the 
| Preſident, as 
whom it behooveth, eſpecially to be admoniſhed, touching thoſe marters ; and by 
him both the i eft of his fellow Collegues, and the whole Church likewayes. 24: verſe, 
But unto you, that is, untoyouthe Angel the Preſident, and the 8 mbly of your 


Collegues, 2ndtotheReſt, thatis, to tbe whole Flock, 


A 2 POST U 


"Maw 


_ 
POSTULATUMS 


L. 
Calvine, Hat the 70 Diſciples (from among whom Marthi- 
Luke 10: chap: as wascalled,. to be ordained one of che 12: A- 


_ OY poſtles) were Perſons in holy Ordeis in the Miniſtry, 


poſtles had re- 
turned to Thrift, heſent out moe ſecondarie Preachers: And thisis the great commen. 


dation of the outward Miniſtry; That CHRIST Declaxes, that whatſoeyer honour is 
givento his FaithfulPreachers, is givento Himſelt. . 


II. | 
Celvine, 1Tim: Thar'b) Timothy in the Church of Fpbeſus,&(a)Titus 
1: chap. 13:9: {#1 the Church of Crere, were trom their Offices pre- 


: h e ns # 2 * o 
(og. Town 7 eminent-to- other Minilters, inveſted with a fixed 


the common Power of Ordination, and Juriſdia'ion, regulated by 
Miniftry , but Canons, and ballanced by atliiting Miniſters, 

one next to | . 
the Apoſtles, who in the frequent abſence of Paul, was in his place, Titus 1. 5. Beſide the 
ord:nary Office of Paſtors, Titushad ths charge,that be ſhould conſtiure a certain Foras 
of Church Politie and Diſcipline; and likewiſe ordain Miniſters oyer the Churches, 


TIT. 
_ Calvin: Inſt: That for the avoiding of Schiſm , the Primitive 
tib:4: cap: 4: Chyrch retained the Government of one {ingle per- 


et: 2: Presby- . - Ip" 
_ g our 2s ſon, pre-eminent in Office, unto other Minilters. 


their number 

inall the cities, choſe one, to whomeſpecially they gavethetitle of Biſhop ; leſt from a 
Parity, as uſeth to be, Diviſions might ariſe. Ferom ſayes, at Alexandria from Mark 
the Evangeliſt to Heraclas and Dionyſrms, Presbyters alwayes placed one ina pre-eminent 
degree, whom they called a Biſhop, 


Bez4, Rev: IV. £ 
2:chap: 26: v2 That they Angels of the 7 Churches, written unto, 
My weiks,'hat *5q the Book of Revelation , arc incouraged againſt 


i ſhall ; or” 
pea 3 yer. 4il the devices of the ungodly , upon condition of 


tormtbe work Their continuing faithtull in rheir Adminiſtrations. 
Jaid upon him; 
For be beſpe: ks the Aſſembly of Paſtorsinthe perſon of the Preſident, ro whom he 
promiſeth Viftory againſt all the wicked , if he ce:y and truſt in the Autbority and 
Power of that true and only head of the Church, whe” 

| AXIOMS 


alles. 0-6-6 
AX IMS 


| | 

THE Rrgular Call of any Miniſter already ordains - Calvin, 
ed, is irom an Office of an inferiour, ro another 17", 3: 133 
of a Pre eminent Station. © ihe + jo 1 dey 
ries afteribe death of the Apoftles, it wasthe conſtant cuſtom that from the Order of 


Deacons, ihe Presbyters were Choſen , therefore commonly they have exponed this 
place, of the Advancement io a Superior Degree, os "_ 


I1. 
The Pre-eminence in any Office, iacludesa pro: _ See Defini- 
portioned Jurifdiftion, over the Officers who are hn 91991 & 111, 
der them, | 


h T7. | 
The Divine Right is manifeſt, in that Ecclefiaſtick —Calvins 1nft: 
Government which is inſtitured by Chriſt, continyed #5: 4: 5p: 6: 
by his Apoſtles, .retaived in the Primitive Church , _ da 
and app: oven from Heaven by Revelation; in ſub- tore touched 
ſerviepcy toany end, whereinthe wellbeing of Chri- upon the pri- 


,anity 1s nighly concerned. macie_ of the 
- ? hd Roman See ; 


whence the Papiſts ſtriyeto prove that the Catholick Church is only with them : be- 
eauſe ic hath not taken its Original from CHRIS1S inficution, nor the cuſtome of 
the Ancient Church, as the ocher Offices hayedone , ( viz. Biſh: Presb: & Deacon: 
Cap: 43 ſe; 1:) mentioned already. EO 


TV, 
The want of that Government in the Church, , on m_ 
th 4. Cap $: 


which is of 1 vine Right,is perniciousco the Goſpel, Gain 
- and Chriſtian Religion. ther the light 

- ID and beat ofthe 
Sun, Meat or Drink areſo nouriſhing and 1uſtaining this preſent Life , as the Apo- 
ſolick and Miniſterial Office, for preſerving of a Church uponEarth, 


PRO- 


"'£ i 


PROPOSITION.L 
The twelve Apoſtles were Preſident Biſhops over the 70. Diſcipler; 
Demonſtration. 


He Preſident Biſhop is he who from his Office Pre-eminent to other Mini- 

nifters, is inveſted with a fixed power of Ordination, Regulated by Cas 
. nous , and of Juriſd:ition ballanced by aſfſiting Miniſters ; ( by Definition 
III. ) Bt in reſpe@ to the 70 Diſciples, who were- all inthe holy Miniftry , 
(by Poſtulatum I. _) and from among whom Matthias war ealled to be of 
the 12. (by Poſtulatum I. } Theſ.cred College of, the Apofiles bad a fixed 
Pri-eminence(b» Axiom 1. ) Inveſted with the power of Ordination regulated 
by Canons, (by Poſtulatum I: and Deftoirion I: ) And of Furirdiftion bal- 
tanced by Aſfifting M-niters; (by Axiom Il. ) Therefore-the 12. Apoſtles were 
Preſident Biſhops over the JO. Diſciples, which was the thing to be Demon- 
ftrated. 


PROPOSITION I. | 
Timothy was a Preſident Biſhop over tbe Church of the Epheſians ; and 
Titus over the Church of the Cretians. 
Demonſtration. 


Theſe are Preſident Biſhops who are from thei* Office Pre-eminent to other 
Miniſters, inveſted with a fixed power of Ordination, Regulated by Canons,and 
of  Juriſdifion ballanced by aſſifting Miniſters, (by Definition III. ) Bu: I't- 
mothy in the Church of Epheſus, #nd T'irus in the Church of Crete, from 
their Offices had a pre-eminence over otber Minifters , inveſted with « fixed 
power of Ordination and Furi:diftion, Regulated by Canons , and Ballanced 
by Affiting Miniters, ( by Poſtu'atum Il, ) Therefore 'Timo.hy was « pre- 
fictent Biſhop over the Church of the Ephelians, and Titus ever the Church 
ef the Cretians. I hich was to be Demonſtrated. 


PROPOSITION: IH 
The Fathers of the Priinitive Church were Preſident Biſhops. 
Demonſtration. 


The Primitive Chureh retained the Government of one ſingle perſon, pre-emt- 
aent in Office unto orfter Miniſters; ( by Poſtulatum 111, ) But the pre- eminency 
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in any Office includes. 8 proportioned Juricdition over the Officers who are un" 
der them, {by Axiom II) © And the power of Farizdifiion is fixed in 1be 
preſident Biſhop, ( by Definition III.) Tberefore the Fathers of the Primi- 
tive Church were prefident Biſhops, Which was to be Demonſtrated. 


PROPOSITION IV. 
The Preſident Epiſcopacy bs approven by CHRIST in the Book, of the 
TOE | Reyclation. 


Demonſtration, 


* The 7: Angels of the 7: Churches writtenwnto by St: J hn, in the Book, of 
the Revelation, are incouraged againſt all the devices of the ungodly, upon 
eondition of thetr continuing faithful in their Adminiitrations, ( by Poſtula- 
tum IV.) But theſe Angels were preſident Biſhops over other Miniſters with- 
in their reſpeive Churches, (by Definition IV, ) Therefore the prefident E- 
piſcopaey is approven by CHRIST, in. tbe Book, of the Reyelation. Which 
was to be Demanſtrated. 


COROLLARIEE EF 
The Preſident Epiſcpaey Is of Divine Right. 
Demonſtration. 


The Divine Right is manifeſt , inthat Ecelefiaſtich, Governuent which is 
tnftitured by CHRIST, an4 continued by bis Apoſtles, retained in the Pri- 
mitive Church, and approven by CHRIST , by a Revelation from Heaven, 
for ſubſerviency to any end, wherein the well-being of Chriſtianity is nighly 
concerned; ( by Axiom Ill. } But the Preſident Epiſcopacy was inſtituted b 
CHRIST; ( by Propoſition I. ) Continued by His Apoſtles; ( by Propoſt- 
tion IH.) Retained in the Primitive Church, ( by Propoſition III.) nd 
approven by C HRIST, by a kevelation from Heaven, ( by P:opoſition IV.) 
For avoiding of Schiſm wherein the wel!-heing of Chriſtianity is nighly con- 
cerned, ( by Poſtulatum ITI.) Therefore the Preſident Epiſcapacy is of Divine 
Right. Woich was to be Demonſtrated, 

BE CORO. 


